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suffered to pass through the besieging lines. Beyond
this Philip would not allow him to go. All that
afterwards attempted to issue forth were received with
showers of arrows as they approached the French en-
trenchments. They rushed back, but found the gates
closed, and for three months they were left with no
food but such herbs as they could pick up and the
flesh of unclean animals thrown from the walls. Many,
says William the Breton, had nothing for days but water;
others found food in the most hideous ways. For three
months the wretches lingered between the fortifications
and the trenches, till Philip, who had for a while been
absent at Gaillon, returned. As he crossed the bridge
the unhappy creatures recognised .him from his gallant
following, and cried out for pity. Philip was touched.
"God forbid," he cried, "that we should increase their
suffering," and he ordered them to be given food and
suffered to depart. As his chaplain stood among those
who ran to the help of the starring wretches, he saw
one who still clutched the dry bone of a dog, and
would not give it up till he had actually bread in his
mouth.
Months passed by. Philip was chiefly at Mantes
and Yernon. At length, before the beginning of March,
he determined to try more active measures. A vigorous
attack, prepared by the making of a wooden causeway
up to $ie first fortress, and carried out by miners, who
undermined the wall, soon gave the triangular fort
into the hands of the besiegers. This was on February
22, 1204. More difficult was the seizure of the nest
enclosure. The ditch was here so deep, and the rock
upon which the walls rose so precipitous, that although